
Remix Assignment 

"This [remixing] is writing in the 21st century" - Lawrence Lessig 

The goal of this assignment is to create a remix about remixing. 

In other words, you will create a remix that addresses which possibilities, limits, 
challenges or changes remix culture has brought about in contemporary society 
(you got a first insight into these issues in Rip! A Remix Manifesto and you will 
learn more about them in the next two weeks). 

Requirements: 

The assignment has two parts: the remix and an essay in which you reflect on your 
experience of creating this remix. 

Your remix should... 

 Make one argument about remix culture 
 Combine two different media 
 Combine at least two different sources 

Your essay should... 

 Be at least 1,500 words long and be formatted in MLA style 
 Refer to at least two sources we have read/discussed in class (e.g. readings, 

documentary, remix videos)  

Address the following questions: 

 What argument does your remix make? 
 How does your remix make this argument? In other words, how does the re-

editing of at least two different sources create this argument? 
 Why did you decide to work with these sources? 
 What was the most difficult and the most rewarding aspect of making this 

remix? 

You also need to post at least two photos to our shared flickr account 

(http://www.flickr.com/photos/weherenow/) to document your work-in-
progress: 

The photos should give a sense of the environment you're working in to create your 
remix. For example, do you work in your room, at your desk? Or in the library? Are 

you alone, or surrounded by people? Do you listen to music/have the TV on/only 
work in silence? Do you get ideas from something that you pass by as you are 

walking around? Are you working on your remix in class? Is someone helping you 
figure out a problem? Do you brainstorm ideas with other people? 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/weherenow/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/weherenow/


All these impressions/experiences are usually not visible in the end product you 
hand in for grading, but, since the process of creating something is at least as 

important as the final product, I'd like you to make that process visible via the 
photos you take. 

The following quotes from Lessig's Remix should help you to remember 

what a good remix achieves. Oh, and this is a remix, too—after all, these are 
samples from Lessig's text that are remixed to create something new, namely, a 

part of this assignment. 

“He [Ben] succeeded not simply by stringing quotes together. He succeeded 
because the salience of the quotes, in context, made a point that his words alone 
would not. And his selection demonstrated knowledge beyond the message of the 

text. Only the most careful reader could construct from the text he read another 
text that explained it.” 

“These RW media look very much like Ben’s writing with text. They remix, or quote, 
a wide range of "texts" to produce something new. These quotes, however, happen 
at different layers. Unlike text, where the quotes follow in a single line— such as 
here, where the sentence explains, "and then a quote gets added"— remixed media 

may quote sounds over images, or video over text, or text over sounds. The quotes 
thus get mixed together. The mix produces the new creative work— the ‘remix.’” 

“My favorites among the remixes I’ve seen are all cases in which the mix delivers a 
message more powerfully than any original alone could, and certainly more than 
words alone could.” 

“Whether text or beyond text, remix is collage; it comes from combining elements 
of RO culture; it succeeds by leveraging the meaning created by the reference to 
build something new.” 

“Remixed media succeed when they show others something new; they fail when 

they are trite or derivative. Like a great essay or a funny joke, a remix draws upon 
the work of others in order to do new work. It is great writing without words. It is 
creativity supported by a new technology.” 
 


